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blocked with clusters   of cups   and  vessels,   which ware  lifted  upon
numerous   elephants,   while   the   riders    kept   the   animals   steady.
Wicked elephants were   loaded   with   a cargo   of   utensils   hurriedly
tossed upon them by travel-practised domestics.   A.rnid   the   laughter
of the crowd  helpless   corpulent bawds   lagged   as   they   were   with
difficulty dragged   along with   hands   and   legs   sprawling   sideways,
Many huge and savage elephants trumpeted as the free play of their
limbs was  checked by  the  tightening   of   the   girth-bands   of   their
gaudy housings. A jangling of bells taking place in the elephant troop
inflamed all ears with fever,   Camels,  as   sacks   were   set   on  their
backs,   bellowed   at   the   outrage.     The   carriages   of   the high-born
nobles' (Sthdnopdla)   wives  were   thronged   with   roguish   emissaries
sent by princes of rank.   Elephant riders,  deceived as to the time of
starting, searched for new servants.  Highly honoured footmen led the
fine horses   of  the   king's   favourites.     An   array  of   gay  gallants
employed thick unguents to draw circular lines of   camphor on their
persons.   To the saddles of marshals were   fastened martingales with
wooden figures of deer, bells,   and reeds attached.    Apes were placed
among troops of horses whose grooms were   entangled in a net-work
of coiled reins.    Stablemen  dragged   along  half-eaten   shoots   to  be
eaten at the morning manoeuvres.   Loud grew the uproar of foragers
shouting to one another.   Much crashing of stables resounded as the
young rearing horses  swerved in the confusion of starting.   Women,
hastening at the call of riders whose elephants were in readiness, pre-
sented unguents for the animals' heads.    The low people of the neigh-
bourhood, running up as the elephants and horses started, looted heaps
of abandoned grain,   Donkeys ridden by throngs of boys accompanied
the   march.   Crowds  of   carts   with   creaking   wheels   occupied   the
trampled   roads.   Oxen   were   laden  with  utensils   momentarily   put
upon them.   Stout steers,   driven on in advance,   lagged out of greed
for fodder  lying  near   them.     In   front  were   carried   the   kitchen
appliances   of   the   great   feudatories.     First    ran   banner-bearers,
Hundreds of friends were spectators of the men's exits  from  the
interior   of   their   somewhat   contracted   huts.     Elephant   keepers,
assaulted with clods by people starting from hovels which had been
crushed by the animals1 feet,   called  the  bystanders  to  witness   the
assaults.   Wretched families  fled from grass   cabins ruined by coll-
isions.   Despairing   merchants saw the oxen  bearing  their   wealth
flee before the onset  of the tumult.   A troop of seraglio elephants
advanced  where the press of  people  gave  way   before the glare of
their runners' torches.   Horsemen shouted to dogs tied behind them.
Old people sang the praises of  tall  Tangana horses   which by the